
1 

 The Journey continues… 

We mentioned in our previous Transformation Times that Phase 1 and 2 were   
fully planted . The planting of Phase 3 is now in progress, and roads are being 
constructed between orchards.   A total of 121056 trees were planted in Phase 1, 
and 2, and Phase 3  will see another 55500 trees planted. 

At dam 4 , a 350kva electricity point is being constructed to supply electricity to 
Phases 4 and 5, Phase 4’s pumphouse will be completed in March 2023.   By the 
end of this year, Phase 4 will be completely cleared, ripped and ploughed.       
Plant Phase 4  at September 2023. 
Farm implements have been purchased to cater for the expansion of the farm. 
The first crop will be harvested in 2024. 
We have constructed  entrances to the farm, limed roads, and renovated an old 
building to use as administrative office and boardroom. 

We would like to thank  the CGA-GDC Development Fund, for chemicals and     
fertilizer to the value of R800 000 received. 
The Jobs Fund (CGA/FNB) funding has been approved and we are currently    
waiting for it to be disbursed.      

To be continued….. 
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It has been a difficult year for the citrus industry.  The disheartening and discouraging unrest, that started in 
April 2022, has brought home the importance of building solid and trustworthy relationships. 

Although volumes were higher this year, prices were  down, which means that all of SSE’s five farms 
(Willowtree, Siyaphambile, Siyathemba, Glengrove and Sophumelela) are experiencing  difficult financial 
times. 

As a result of the generous support we received from the CGA-GDC Enterprise Development Fund, we were 
able to buy fertilizer and pesticides to the value of R3 000 000 to protect our crop in 2023. 

 

Through the Jobsfund and CGDC  the following were received : 

Siyaphambile: -Electric fences on borders of the farm and 2 spray machines 

Willowtree: -1 Spray machine 

Sophumelela: -1 Spray machine and funding for replanting orchards 

Glengrove: -1 Spray machine 

Siyathemba: -An electric fence along main road 

 

We are dividing a house on Siyathemba farm into four residential units to add 
to our income—generating activities. We will keep you posted about the 
“SSE Village” 

 

As for now we will keep the faith,  be positive and do as much as we can to produce quality fruit for the new 
season. 

                                                            

MBUYISELO PLASE (PTY) LTD 

Although it has been an difficult year for the citrus industry, the grant money received  was a blessing for  Mbuyiselo. 
From the CGA-GDC Enterprise Development Fund they received a mulcher and “bossiekapper “to the value of R221 
950.   They also received  from  the amount of R800 000 for fertilizer and chemicals from the CGA-GDC.  
A new irrigation and fertilizer pump was installed  and fencing is being erected through the Department of                
Agriculture (Government). Materials  for the fencing are awaited and this project will also assist with job creation. 
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LUTHANDO FARMS (PTY) LTD 

The Citrus Growers Association approved Luthando Farm’s application for R5 632 
600 funding from the Jobs Fund and FNB for future replanting development, pro-
duction costs, and infrastructure requirements.  From the CGA-GDC, the farm re-
ceived a Landini Solis tractor valued at R298 700 this year. Additionally, the CGA-GDC provided a grant of    
R800 000 for fertilizer and pesticides. 
 

Wind and Thrips damage  played a big part in lower packout percentages on Navels in 2022.  
(Average of -8% down compared to  the 2021 season.) 
Soft Citrus/Nova volumes were up by +126% and intensive pruning was done to control Alternaria on 
them.  Lemon volumes were down from last year as predicted. Nadorcott and Valley Gold are picking 
up in volumes, although the fruit is small, the volumes will increase each year. 
There was no significant difference between “off” and “on” years in Valencia volumes. 
 
The water purification system for the worker’s houses was upgraded and a flowmeter was installed on SRIB 
side from sump to dam. We are currently busy preparing to replant 7 ha 
Fruit theft from the neighboring local community, livestock and baboon damage to the young trees and crop, 

remain a risk and management continues to monitor it in an effort to minimize losses. Theft of poles and    

fencing have also been an issue. 

ACCREDITATION & TRAINING 
 

Training 
 

In March 2023, before the SIZA audits and the season begins, we will complete the first 
half of the generic training required for 2023. In addition, 18 members are doing  NQF 2 
Plant Production National Certificate through the CGA, which should be completed by   
December 2023. 

Accreditations 
We had 2 SIZA audits this year, namely SSE and Farm Services.  SSE went from a 
Bronze  to Platinum Status. The auditors were very complimentary of the 5 SSE farms 
saying that they could see the farms “lived” SIZA & GlobalGAP.  Farm Services went from 
Bronze to Gold and were also complimented on their clean farms and good management 
systems.   
 
The GlobalGap audits are in full swing and so far, we have completed Mbuyiselo, SSE, 

Farm Services and Skinner. The auditors were agaon complimentary about the farms and 

Management Systems as there were no non-conformances.   

Well done to these farms!  It is the first full-audits done on the Entecom System and it is 

working well. 
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Unity in Africa/IGEMS Student Addo Park Excursion 
 
The Unity in Africa’s IGEMS Phase One        students started their program with a trip 
to the Addo Elephant Park.  They were driven in style in our Kids in Conservation 
Bus.  Tehir trip to the Park included a Game Drive with Addo providing a Guided 
Tour, which proved to be very informative, and interesting.  For some of these stu-
dents, this was a first trip tot the Addo Elephant Park 

Career Expo at Kirkwood High School 
The foundation took the opportunity to set up a stand at the Career Expo hosted by the  
Sundays River Municipality at Kirkwood High School.  The Grade 12 Learners from High 
Schools throughout the Valley, including children from Paterson attended this Career Expo.  
The purpose of the Expo was to inform and enlighten them regarding various jobs and     
career paths available post Matric.  Stakeholders in the Valley took part in this event and the 
Foundation provided transport for the Paterson and SRCC Samkelwe Learners.                
Lucio Zumo from SRCC Agronomy, Lizo Ngqula from SRCC IT and Mugabe Sepeng from 
Operations took time out of their busy schedules—to give back to the community—          
by imparting valuable knowledge to the Learners.  Once the Learners left the stand, they 
left with a head full of information and a handful of citrus. 
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Foundation Trust Vehicle 
A dream came true for the Foundation, a brand new double cab bakkie with 4-wheel drive 
was purchased for the use of Foundation activities! This was truly a momentous occasion.  
We took delivery of the vehicle in August and the vehicle has been busy in the Valley ever 
since! Subsequent to the hand over, a new Donor to the Foundation has agreed to sponsor 
the cost of the vehicle 
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September was a busy month! 
Vusimzi Primary School (in Nomathamsanqa) took their Grade 4 Learners to Lupus Den 
farm for a visit where the various processes regarding Citrus farming was explained to them 
and La Trobe Primary School’s Grade 4 learners visited the Addo Elephant Park. 

The foundation teamed up with the Department of Economic Development,                 
Environmental Affairs & Tourism and the Addo Elephant Park, and took elderly         
community members from Valencia and Nomathamsanqa on a day trip to the Elephant 
Park in September.  The trip ended with each person receiving a pocket of juicy Valencias 

Photos of the various 
outings below 
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CLINICS & WELLNESS PROGRAM 

The SSE Social Worker has been very busy assisting people with their ID documents, birth 
certificates, getting children into special schools and institutions all over the province.  She 
further counselled several people from the local community for: 
• substance abuse 
• teen age pregnancy 
• depression  
• grief and trauma counselling 

 
We were all rather surprised and saddened by the resignation of our Social Worker at SSE 
Susan, who did such an incredible job on the farms and around the     community.  We wish 
Susan all the best and thank her for her years of impeccable service to our people.  It will take 
someone very special to fill her shoes.   
Due to the difficult past 2 seasons, we might prolong the replacement of the social worker and 

nurse for our clinic, which remained closed this year.   In the meantime, we will try to motivate 

and continue our sessions of AIDS, TB, Alcohol & Drug abuse training as well as domestic 

violence training through our Health & Safety teams and posters. 
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SRCC FOUNDATION TRUST GOLF DAY 

 
The SRCC Foundation presented a golf day on the 27th of October 2022 at the Kirkwood Golf Club, 

to raise funds for community projects. The day was very well supported and enjoyed by all. 

From the editorial team, we wish you health,  

happiness, inner peace and  

May peace and hope fill your life.  


