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Report highlights EU citrus figures 
Market analyst IndexBox has released a new report covering the main trends in the European citrus industry, from 
production to exports and prices. According to the report, titled 'EU - Citrus Fruit - Market Analysis, Forecast, Size, 
Trends and Insights', revenue generated by the EU citrus market came to US$12bn in 2018, up 2.8 per cent year-on-
year, while market value increased at an average annual rate of 1.2 per cent from 2007 to 2018. Citrus production 
across member states was stable at 11m tonnes for 2018, while exports from EU countries came to 4.8m tonnes, 
down 9.1 per cent year-on-year and at an estimated value of US$5.1bn. Spain led the way in exports, shipping 3.2m 
tonnes or 66 per cent of total exports, followed by by Greece (357,000 tonnes), the Netherlands (296,000 tonnes) and 
Italy (252,000 tonnes). Citrus imports stood at 6.7m tonnes in 2018, dropping by 6 per cent against the previous year, 
driven by countries including France, Germany and the Netherlands. 
[fruitnet.com/eurofruit; 5 August 2019] 

Argentina ships first lemons to India 
The first shipment of Argentinian-grown lemons is on its way to India, with 24 tonnes expected to arrive later this 
month (August…The Argentine Northwest Citrus Association (ACNOA) represents fruit producers, packing plants and 
industry personnel. President of the association, Pablo Padilla, acknowledged that shipments from the Southern 
Hemisphere will begin small, but insisted there is room to grow. “There is a window in the counter-season coinciding 
with the natural season in Argentina in which India is not importing lemons from any other origin, so we can arrive 
with high quality fruit at good prices,” Padilla explained. This initial shipment is a significant milestone for both countries 
in their ongoing effort to establish a commercial link. Argentina must comply with the strict phytosanitary requirements 
India has in place, as well as market the fruit to an entirely new consumer base…"By 2020 we plan to continue 
developing all the markets in this region, accompanying our presence with consumer promotion actions," he said.… 
[fruitnet.com/asiafruit; 1 August 2019] 

Ailimpo predicts return to lemon normality 
Ailimpo's opening forecast for the 2019/20 Spanish lemon season has pegged volumes at 1.1m tonnes, an overall 
decrease of 14 per cent on the previous year. The fall marks a return to normality in Spain from the record production 
levels seen in 2018/19…"The estimated global lemon production figure in Spain of 1,104,000 tonnes will allow Spain 
to continue to be the leading exporter of fresh lemon, and the second largest processor of lemon juice, essential oil 
and dehydrated peel in the world," Ailimpo said. In terms of variety, Fino lemon production will fall 8 per cent to 845,000 
tonnes, Ailimpo predicted, while Verna volumes will tumble 29 per cent to 260,000 tonnes… 
[fruitnet.com/fpj; 30 July  2019] 

Chilean citrus: Clementines end with 18% volume drop, mandarins off to quick start 
The Chilean clementine season has seen a sharp year-on-year drop in export volumes, while mandarins are getting 
off to a quicker start. By week 30…clementine volumes were down by 18%, equivalent to around 10,000 metric tons 
(MT). "From the beginning, we said that there would be fewer clementines, even though we were a lot quicker at the 
start of the season than last year," Juan Enrique Ortúza, president of the Chilean Citrus Committee, told 
FreshFruitPortal.com. The mandarin season, which is just getting away, had seen exports of 3,270MT by week 30. 
"Last year by the same date we had sent 1,852MT, so we're going faster this year," he said. However, Ortúzar noted 
that total mandarin exports this season are forecasted to dip slightly by 2% year-on-year… 
[Freshfruitportal.com; 8 August 2019] 

Are Tango mandarins 'bee-friendly'? Not according to a South African regulator 
A South African regulator has ruled that a claim that the seedless mandarin variety Tango is bee-friendly is 
"misleading". The country's Advertising Regulatory Board (ARB) upheld a complaint lodged by Citrogold in March 
against Eurosemillas, Stargrow Marketing and other Tango suppliers. Citrogold argued that Tango mandarins should 
not be advertised as being 'bee-friendly' as it falsely implies that no pesticides which are harmful to bees were used 
in the fruit's production…On the merits of the complaint that the 'bee-friendly' claim is misleading, the regulator said: 
…"The Directorate is of the view that the lack of an explanation about what 'bee-friendly' means renders the claim 
ambiguous," it said..."A passing reference is made to the fact that the use of phytoregulators, like insecticides is 
reduced, but that is all. The Advertiser does not address whether the phytoregulators used, reduced or not, are harmful 
to bees that may come into contact with the TANGO fruit."… 
 [Freshfruitportal.com; 8 August 2019] 


