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Current Exchange Rate  R/$ 7.22 R/€10.26 R/£ 11.69 
Last Week:    R/$ 6.82 R/€ 9.71 R/£ 11.15 
Last Year: R/$ 7.27 R/€ 9.44 R/£ 11.42 

[www.oanda.com/currency/converter] 

US(NJ): SA Ambassador to visit Holt Marine Terminals 
The South African Ambassador to the United States, Ebrahim Rasool, in conjunction with Gerrit van der Merwe, 
chairman of the Western Cape Citrus Producers Forum and Citrus Growers of Southern Africa will visit Holt Marine 
Terminals, Gloucester City, N.J. on August 16, together with Members of Congress, regional elected officials, importers, 
and business leaders. Ambassador Rasool is visiting to personally observe and learn more about the vital citrus industry 
from South Africa and its impact in New Jersey and across the U.S. The Ambassador and 50 guests will be present as 
the ship Sea Phoenix offloads about 24,000 cartons of oranges and clementines bound for U.S. supermarkets. South 
Africa’s Western Cape Citrus Producers Forum (WCCPF), about 350 growers from an area two hours northwest of 
Cape Town and in the Northern Cape near Kimberley, is approved to export citrus to the U.S…The citrus industry is a 
vital source of employment in South Africa as well as Philadelphia and Southern New Jersey. The WCCPF along with 
New Jersey based importers Fisher Capespan and AMC, will donate to Philabundance a pallet of oranges. This is a 
welcomed gift as the organization rarely receives fresh fruit.  
[www.freshplaza.com; 12 August, 2011] 

Citrus Australia to launch national rally for struggling growers 
Aussie Orange Week will kick off on Saturday amid what has been a difficult season for growers, with Citrus Australia 
hoping to garner support through domestic consumption. The body’s CEO Judith Damiani says it is heartbreaking to see 
growers struggling when crops have been so good this year. “This year more than 240,000 tonnes of Aussie navels will 
be produced compared to 177,000 tonnes in 2010, and the quality is exceptional,” she says. “Aussie citrus growers are 
really struggling this season as export returns are extremely low due to the high Australian dollar, and the subsequent 
oversupply is forcing domestic returns down. “Our citrus growers have survived the drought, frost and pest infestation, 
but unfortunately the exchange rate may be the final straw for many growers.” She says the national campaign will 
begin on Aug. 13 at an AFL (Australian Football League) game in the Melbourne Cricket Ground (MCG), before growers 
rally at national landmarks on Aug. 16. Statistics from April to June show Australia’s year-on-year exports are down 
13%.   
[www.freshfruitportal.com; 11 August, 2011] 

Holland: Quality of the oranges good this year 
"The citrus market is very slow at the moment" according to a Dutch trader. "Despite the smaller volume arriving the 
price is lower than last year." He expects that there will be an improvement in the beginning of September. "August 
always was a difficult month." According to the importer the season went reasonably well up to now. "The South African 
season did not start well, because the Spanish and Moroccan seasons lasted longer." He is very positive about about 
the quality."In general the quality of the oranges is good this year. A disadvantage of the Satsuma's and Clementines 
from overseas was the limited durability. It is striking this year, that there are a lot of big sizes. The small sizes still fetch 
good prices." He mentions various reasons for the laborious market. "An important development is that outside of 
Europe, such as in the Arabian countries and the Far East a much better price is being paid for citrus. Especially the 
first group purchased a lot of fruit because of the early ramadan. Expenses have increased enormously lately and it is 
not so attractive for the South Africans to ship to Europe. This tendency has been there for five to ten years already, but 
it is getting stronger all the time." According to the importer other countries enter into fixed price arrangements and 
Europe is often busy too long talking about price and delivery times. "Europe must change this attitude as otherwise we 
may not have sufficient fruit in the long run." Indirectly the EHEC-situation also had an influence in the market, 
according to the citrus specialist. "There are even people, who avoid the entire fruit and vegetable department. More 
reasons could be mentioned, but with all aspects together the difficult market is understandable." Supply so far this 
season is less than normal. He says, that growers in Zimbabwe judge the prices to be too low and therefore a large part 
supply the juice industry. He expects that all citrus will be in before 15 October. "From that date import duties increase."  
[www.freshplaza.com; 11 August, 2011] 
 
 
If you need more information on any of these issues, or if there is anything else that CGA can assist with, 
please contact us at 031 7652514, or johne@cga.co.za 
YOUR LEVY WORKING FOR YOU – GROWER LEVIES ARE USED TO FUND THE ACTIVITIES OF CGA 


