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Lavhengwa Nemaorani is a citrus farmer  

    at Thulamela local municipality under 

the Vhembe district in the Limpopo Province, 

who also farms with bananas and mangoes. 

He started managing Easy Farm (a.k.a. Muka-

Tangi Farming Operations) after his father 

passed away in 2019. The farm was acquired 

through the Department of Land and Rural 

Development PLAS Programme. It has a title 

deed for 217 hectares, which Nemaorani’s 

father managed to develop with his own 

funds (without assistance from a financial 

institution). The developed citrus hectarage 

totals 125 ha, comprising Newhall Navel  

(6 ha), Navel Bahiana (19.93 ha), Duroi 

Valencia (14.4 ha), Turkey Valencia (9.16 ha), 

Delta Valencia (38.20 ha), Midknight Valencia 

(28.83 ha), and Benny Valencia (8 ha). Citrus 

make up 87% of the farm, bananas 8%, 

mangoes 3%, and livestock 2%. 

boasts a trophy for securing a spot in  

the top five qualifiers.

When looking at the way Nemaorani runs 

Easy Farm, the proverb “Like father like 

son” comes to mind (“Nwana Wa Mbevha 

ha Hangwi Mukwita” in Tshivenda). He has 

certainly implemented that which his parents 

have passed down through mentorship.

Nemaorani applied for the CGA Job 

Fund Blended Finance but did not qualify. 

Instead of allowing this to dampen his 

spirit, he applied for the Government 

Support Programme – a partnership with 

Land Bank – and was successful. With this 

funding, he is now able to establish  

15 ha of ClemGold, a royalty cultivar that 

is marketed through Citrogold. In fact, the 

pictured citrus seedlings have already been 

delivered and Nemaorani is busy with land 

preparations. Irrigation and soil maps have 

also been developed. 

Citrus from Easy Farm is currently being 

marketed to Europe (UK, Northern-, 

Southern-, and Eastern Europe), Russia, the 

Middle East, South East Asia, and China. 

Nemaorani appreciates support from 

especially the Citrus Growers’ Association 

Grower Development Company (CGA-

GDC), through training, extension services, 

research, study groups, funding, and 

others. The recapitalisation grants from the 

Department of Rural Development also 

assisted him, mostly to acquire machinery. 

With a foundation of acquired know-how, 

Nemaorani looks forward to further maximise 

the help and support offered to him.

Failure and success are the 
best teachers
Nemaorani entered Muka-Tangi Farming 

Operations in the Toyota Harvest 

Competition for the first time in 2009, 

winning R10 000 in the final round. A second 

attempt in 2023 may not have earned 

Muka-Tangi the trophy or Toyota bakkie 

that Nemaorani was after, but the enterprise 

Farming is certainly not for the faint-hearted. It requires 
hard work and dedication. By Melton Mulaudzi
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