FOREWORD SA Fruit Journal

INHOUD SA Vrugtejoernaal

SOUTH AFRICAN

fruit journal

DIE JOERNAAL VIR DIE VRUGTEBEDRYF IN SUID-AFRIKA

Have you heard?

The digital version
of the SAFJ is now
freely accessible.

www.safj.co.za

1 Editorial (+ disclaimer)
2 SA Fruit Journal Board of Directors
3 Foreword

ELKE UITGAWE |

EVERY ISSUE

Hortgro

4 130 Jaar - vyf generasies

8 Jong leiers in die Langkloof
10 Nuwe generasie bedryfsleiers
11 Agri's Got Talent

12 From dope to hope

14 Plant improvement

16 The NMW increase quandary

SA Table Grape Industry (SATI)

20 10ITGS: Efficiency for increased
global market share

23 Topfruit 10ITGS insights

24 Climate trends

26 ORPA-blokkompetisie 2023/24

Citrus Growers' Association (CGA)

30 ETBCG skills development

31 Kouga Dam-level milestone

32 European farmers’ protest

33 Thandi'z Sandkloof Citrus Farm

34 Looming global orange juice shortage

38 Foreseeable logistics and shipping
challenges

39 HR representative communication
platform

40 New citrus qualification

Fresh Produce Exporters’ Forum (FPEF)
41 New EE Amendment Bill

|
r

NAVORSING EN TEGNOLOGIE |
RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY

Hortgro

44 Giraffe Boerdery

48 Optimale spuitaanwending

50 Risikobestuur rondom hael

52 Helderwater

54 Bring die Klein Karoo weer op die been

SA Table Grape Industry (SATI)
56 Table-grape growers and leafroll
58 Carbon sequestration in agri

Citrus Growers' Association (CGA)
62 Codling moth in pome-fruit orchards

Citrus Research International (CRI)
64 Extension briefs

70 Standard postharvest treatments
74 Citrus biosecurity threats

ADVERTORIALS | PROMOSIE
18 Innovapome

SOUTH

FOR ADVERTISING
Contact Ignatius Viok,
082 331 2127 | sales@safj.co.za

ADVERTISEMENTS DISCLAIMER: Opinions expressed in advertisements and promotional articles are not

necessarily those of the SA Fruit Journal. We do not accept responsibility for any damage or injuries which
may arise from possible inaccuracies. All rights reserved. None of the content may be used in any other
media without the prior consent of the SA Fruit Journal (Pty) Ltd. SA FRUIT JOURNAL SSN: 1683-4577.

2 APR | MEI 2024 SA Vrugtejoernaal

VOLUME 23 | PART 2

SA Fruit Journal (SAFJ) is also available in
electronic format on our website.

SA Vrugtejoernaal (SAV) is ook elektronies
beskikbaar op ons webtuiste.
www.safj.co.za

The SAFJ Board of Directors

Justin Chadwick CEO, CGA

Anton Kruger CEO, FPEF

Anton Rabe Executive Director, Hortgro
AJ Griesel CEO, SATI

SAFJ Editorial Committee

Catherine Milward-Bridges Editor
editor@safj.co.za

Gerrit Rautenbach Sub-editor
gkbach@gmail.com

Tanya Ungerer CGA

031 765 2514 | tanya@cga.co.za

Paul Cronjé CRI

084 447 10471 paulcronje@sun.ac.za
Claudia Walklett FPEF

021 526 0474 | claudia@fpef.co.za
Elise-Marie Steenkamp Hortgro

021 870 2900 | elise-marie@hortgro.co.za
Alisa Farr Hortgro

021 870 2900 | alisa@hortgro.co.za
Anna Mouton Hortgro
anna@annamouton.com

Tarryn Wettergreen SATI

021 863 0366 | tarryn@satgi.co.za
Mecia Petersen SATI

021 863 0366 | mecia@satgi.co.za
Shareholders

Citrus Growers’ Association

PO Box 461, Hillcrest 3650

Tel: 031 765 2514 | justchad@iafrica.com
www.Cdga.Co.za

Fresh Produce Exporters’ Forum
Private Bag X5, Century City 7441

Tel: 021 526 0474 | www.fpefi€o.za
Hortgro

Tel: 021 870 2900 | 258 Main StreethRaar!
PO Box 163, Paarl 7620
info@hortgro.co.za | www.hortgro.co.za
South African Table Grape Industry
63 Main Street, Paarl 7646

Tel: 021 863 0366 | info@satgi.co.za
www.satgi.co.za

O, foof,

EXPORTERS’ FORUM
SOUTH AFRICA

HORTGRO @ “’hs-hg:ul

Growing Fruit 1Q f—

To subscribe, contact Filda Booysen
filda@hortgro.co.za | 021 870 2900
Design and layout Megan Merifield |
meggiesfarm.za@gmail.com

Printed and bound by Novus Print

Photography Adobe Stock Photography,

unless specified.

The weight of
fisfarmideimaned's

Justin Chadwick,

CGA CEO

Gone are the days when
fruit growers could focus
solely on producing a
good quantity of excellent
qualtty fruit.

here's a myriad of focus areas significant
Tto the fruit business, and they just
keep multiplying. Ignoring these would be
perilous for the grower who now also needs
to grasp what happens off-farm.

Currently, logistics consumes much
more of growers’ time. The availability
and efficiency of transport from the farm
to the port is no longer a given, as rail has
deteriorated, and road transport costs have
increased dramatically. Added to this are
poor road conditions and criminality on the
roads. Congestion in the port precinct often
means fruit is “stored on rubber”, pending
access to cold stores or the stack, which
racks up additional costs. For citrus growers
from the north, the final 100 km to the port
on the N3 is impacted by road works with

frequent delays and accidents.

The myriad of focus areas significant to
the fruit business just keep multiplying.

After a relatively trouble-free citrus
season in 2023, the ports really battled as
the stone-fruit and table-grape seasons
came into full swing. For such perishable
products the delays were unacceptable, and
the losses incurred enormous. Fruit grower
associations reached out to the minister to
intervene and worked alongside Transnet
to bring about improvements. Additional
equipment was brought in, but the damage
had been done. Port inefficiencies are
not a new thing. Years of neglect in terms
of infrastructure repair and upgrade, and
maintenance and replacement of machinery
mean that management and labour simply
do not have the tools to do the job. The
ports need a major investment to rectify the
backlog. However, the South African fiscus
is strained, with multiple demands for many
worthy causes.

The only real solution is private sector
investment. Fortunately, the ports offer quite
an attractive investment opportunity. When
the ports were well equipped and properly
managed, they added substantial revenue to
the government purse. Many port operators
recognise this opportunity and there was
serious interest in the joint venture proposal
for Pier 2 in Durban. The announcement in
2023 of International Container Terminal
Services Inc. (ICTSI) as the joint venture
partner was welcomed and promises a
new life for that terminal. The joint venture
is scheduled to start at the beginning
of April, and we should see incremental
improvements, as much needed equipment
is commissioned and systems improved.

Being concerned with challenges off-farm
takes up so much of the average grower’s
time and energy. It would be good to leave
South African fruit growers to concentrate
fully on what they are good at — producing
excellent quality fruit. D
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