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Bedryfsnuus Sitrus Produsente Vereniging

The cabinet-approved rail policy from 

March is available on the offi cial website 

of the Department Transport. Drawing from 

various presidential speeches and reports 

on Operation Vulindlela, there is a clear 

vision for a transformative rail transporta-

tion system in the future, encompassing a 

comprehensive rail network with multiple 

operators. To achieve this, either a new 

Railway Bill must be implemented, or the 

Legal Succession Act that led to the creation 

of Transnet and PRASA must be amended. 

Both possibilities are currently under review 

– leading to the formal implementation of 

the rail policy.

Interestingly, Transnet and PRASA can al-

low private sector access to rail lines, void of 

legislative amendments. And the current Act 

doesn’t prevent this (private ownership of roll-

ing stock is already allowed). Thus, the enact-

ment of new legislation endorsing the new rail 

policy can proceed even before a new railway 

act or amendment has been established.

The Economic Regulation of Transport 

Bill is progressing via legislative procedures, 

with endorsements from Parliament and 

seven provinces. The Council of Provinces 

approval is expected by the end of October, 

after which the President is likely to ratify 

the bill. This law will amalgamate various 

transport regulations under the Transport 

Economic Regulator (TER). Initially incorpo-

rating the ports regulator, with rail, roads 

and airline industry regulators set to join 

over time. The TER inception is projected for 

the fi rst quarter of 2024.

The second part to this, given the essence 

of the legislation, requires the Minister to 

either declare rail as a dominant entity with 

more than 70% of what’s required in a market 

inquiry, or for the formal market inquiry to start 

to regulate rail. More than 70% of the network 

in this country will be owned by Transnet. One 

of the fi rst regulations, or determinations, that 

the Minister of Transport can make under this 

legislation is to declare the rail network as an 

entity where access is regulated.

A few years ago, the Ministers of Transport 

and Public Enterprises signed a memoran-

dum of agreement to form the Interim Rail 

Economic Regulatory Capacity (IRERC). Es-

tablished as an inter-ministerial task team, the 

IRERC mission is to prepare for enactment 

of the Economic Regulation of Transport Bill. 

Comprising three government offi cials and 

three independent board members, the 
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The Transport Forum recently 
hosted the Rail Round Table, 
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on South African Railway 
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IRERC provides regular updates to the 

relevant ministers. Currently, the IRERC 

doesn’t possess any regulatory authority. 

Thus, if Transnet were to grant network ac-

cess to any entity today, it would hinge on 

a commercial agreement. The same applies 

to PRASA and any designated operator. 

However, if required, IRERC could provide 

oversight on these agreements.

The President has stated that by the end 

of October the physical separation of the rail 

network and rail operations will take place, 

even within Transnet. Implementation is set 

for the start of November 2023. In future, all 

operators – whether Transnet, freight, rail, or 

any private operators – will apply for access 

through the network manager. Access will 

be granted on an equal basis. It’s not about 

fi rst, second or third parties; there are opera-

tors, and there’s a rail network. Understand-

ing this adjustment will be critical when 

engaging in rail transport operations.

In essence, there could be multiple rail 

operators available to transport citrus to the 

port by rail, as soon as April 2024.

Rail Runner Africa is one such operator, 

raring to provide a brand-new transport 

proposition. By combining road and rail, they 

offer a unique intermodal transport solution. 

Rail Runner will design a specifi c trailer load 

bed that can be transported using a road 

vehicle, and that can also be coupled to a bo-

gie that can transport the load bed on the rail 

network, drawn by a locomotive. The trailers 

will be transported by road to packhouses, to 

be loaded. Then, to a centralised rail terminal 

close by where they can be coupled to the 

bogies on the rail network, and transported 

as a rail set to the respective port sidings. 

Next, it’s uncoupling and transporting to cold 

stores for offl oading.  

Pending the commercial operationalisation 

of Rail Runner, the Citrus Growers’ Associa-

tion will work alongside them to assess the 

practical implementation of the service. 

For more on the Rail Runner concept, 
visit: https://railrunner.com/south-africa/ 
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Controls both Citrus Thrips and 
Mealybugs by providing excellent 
knockdown and residual activity.

KEY ATTRIBUTES & 
ADVANTAGES

Broad spectrum of activity against many sap-feeding 
insect pests.

Effective at low use rates.

Excellent knockdown, fast feeding cessation and long 
residual control.

Effective against insect pest populations that are 
resistant to other classes of insecticides.

Valuable rotation partner with other 
insecticide chemistries.

Minimal impact on beneficial insects, including bees   
and natural enemies, when label directions for   
use are followed.

Visit Our Website For 
More Information

OUR CROP PROTECTION PRODUCTS ARE AT THE HEART OF AGRICULTURE

Closer® 240 SC is a foliar-applied insecticide 
for control of a wide range of sap feeding 
pests. Closer® 240 SC can be used on citrus, 
grape, pome and stone fruit crops. (refer to 
label for complete list of crops). 

Protect Your Citrus Crops

ALWAYS USE ACCORDING TO LABEL RECOMMENDATIONS: Closer® 240 SC 
contains Isoclast® (sulfoxaflor) (240 g/l) | Reg. No. L9694 | Act No. 36 of 1947 • 
TM ® Trademarks of Corteva Agriscience and its affiliated companies. © 2023 
Corteva.

HAZARD STATEMENT(S) Toxic to aquatic life with long lasting effects.
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