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Table 2 Historical and Forecasted Citrus Export Volume by Shipping Mode (Source: CGA / PPECB)

Table 1 Historical and Forecasted Citrus Export Volume by Commodity (Source: CGA / PPECB)
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Chart 1: Forecast Reefer Container Demand for Citrus Exports in 2022 (Source – CGA)

Chart 2: Forecast Reefer Container Demand for Citrus Exports in 2022  (Source – CGA)Table 2 Historical and Forecasted Citrus Export Volume by Shipping Mode (Source: CGA / PPECB)

Accurate forecasting is going to become critical to the sufficient supply 
of reefer equipment, in line with forecasted export volumes. 

A
ccording to the 2019 citrus orchard registration process, 
25% of the total 83,500 ha of citrus orchards in Southern 
Africa were planted in the last four years. This gives a clear 
indication of the level of growth in citrus export volume 
that can be expected in the 2022 citrus season. 

The growth in export volume is directly linked to the demand 
for reefer containers. Therefore, the adequate supply of reefer 
containers is highly dependent on exporters’ accurate and realistic 
shipping forecasts – a critical area of improvement. 

During the 2016 season, 62,150 reefer container shipments of citrus 

were made from Southern Africa, which increased to 70,800 in 2017 
and 77,900 in 2018. 

The forecast in export volume shows that a potential 7,000 
additional container shipments will potentially be done each year 
until 2022. 

In the space of five years (2018-2022) this could mean a growth of 
29,000 container shipments, translating into a growth rate of 37%. 
The projection shows a possible increase from an average of 4,000 
weekly container shipments in 2018 to roughly 5,500 during peak 
export season in 2022. 

At this growth rate, it is imperative 
that accurate and timeous forecasts 
are given to the respective shipping 
lines, to ensure that the supply of 
reefer containers is matched to the 
season’s export volume. Equally 
important is ensuring that reefer 
container supply is positioned at 
each port of loading, in accordance 
with regional production. 

A few media articles have alluded 
to the fact that the International 
Maritime Organisations (IMO) 
requirement for sea vessels to 
convert to 0.5% Sulphur marine fuel 
could see many of the burgeoning 
reefer vessels being scrapped. 

This as a result of the prohibitive 
cost required to operate profitably, 
or vessels being ill-equipped to 
convert to the low sulphur fuel 
requirement. 

This could well add global pres-
sure on an already strained reefer 
container supply. Some of the large 
commercial exporting companies 
are already contracting container 
lines, forgoing reefer vessel 
contracts. 

At this rate, the demand for reefer 
containers could eventually outstrip 
supply wholesale.      


