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Citrus industry growth should be focus of upcoming
agriculture budget

4TH JULY 2025 BY: SCHALK BURGER - CREAMER MEDIA SENIOR DEPUTY EDITOR

ndustry organisation the Citrus Growers' Association of
I Southern Africa (CGA) hopes to see urgent and shared

concernabout facilitating agricultural growth during the
Budget Voteaddress by Agriculture Minister John Steenhuisen
nextweek.

Improved market access, ever-vigilantbiosecurity and improved
logisticsare key priorities outlined by the CGA that it says will help
thecitrusindustry growand exportatotal of 260-million 15 kg
cartonsby 2032.

Citrusis South Africa'slargest agricultural export industry;,
contributing R34-billion in foreign revenue each season. With a
massive increasein citrus production projected for the next few
years, a key priority should beimproved market access for the fruit,
theassociation states.

Without improved access inall markets,and opening new

markets, theincreasein citrus production cannot be channelled
intonew jobs, says CGA CEO Dr Boitshoko Ntshabele.
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“Inthe current uncertain trade environment and with the
economic pressures many growers experience, continued growth
inour sector should notbe taken for granted; it requires constant
action fromarange of role-players.

“Thisyear’s citrus export season isnow at its peak. Projections are
thatitwillbeanother record year, with just over 171-million 15 kg
cartons of citrus expected tobe exported by the end of October,” he
says.

Further, uncertainty regarding US import tariffs is causing anxiety
as growers are increasingly unable to plan for the full season.

Securing favourableaccess to the US market should bea priority, as
should improving access to Chinaand India, which currently
imposetariffs on South Africancitrus.

“TheUS, Chinese and Indian markets offerimmense promise for
growthinthe future. Asa general rule of thumb, every ten-million
cartons of citrus that South Africaexports creates close to 10000
jobs, changinglivesin rural townslike Letsitele, Addoand
Citrusdal,” says CGA chairperson Gerrit van der Merwe.

Accesstothecitrusindustry’slargest export market, the EU, can
alsobeimproved considerably through the favourable conclusion
of the current World Trade Organisation disputeson the EU's
unscientificand unnecessary trade measures on Citrus Black Spot
and False Coddling Moth.

The CGA hopes to continue working closely with the Department
of Agriculture, the Department of International Relationsand
Cooperation,as well as the Department of Trade, Industry and
Competition onall theabove marketaccessissues, headds.
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Further, the CGA alsowelcomes Steenhuisen's recent remarks on
theimportance of biosecurity to South Africa’'s economicand
social welfare. The CGAlooks forward to his continued leadership
inthisimportant matter.

“Theinternational citrus tradeis dependent on robust procedures,
inspectionsand rapid response plans. Ever-improving plant
health vigilance can prevent biosecurity crises similar to somewe
haverecently seeninother industries,’ says Ntshabele.

The CGA stresses the need for decision-makers to urgently
acceleratelogistics reforms. Central toagricultural growthis the
ability tomove produce to foreign markets inareliableand timely
way, he highlights.

“Whilewe have seen some improved port efficiency,and there
havebeennosignificant delays so far this season, the only long-
term solution to the highly unpredictable logistics landscapein
South Africaisincreased private sector participation.

“These projects must be facilitated at a much faster pace if more
citrusistobeexportedin the next fewyears,” says CGA COO Paul
Hardman.

“Therewillbenoreal growth in exportagriculture without
structural reformsat the portsand on the rail network. We hope
the Department of Agricultureand the Department of Transport
remainaligned onthis crucialissue,” he says.

“Intimes of economic pressure, cooperationisvital tothe
realisation of mutual benefit, whether it is between trading
partners, the publicand private sectors or government
departments.
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“Wetrust the priorities set out during theagriculture budget
debate will take intoaccount what is required for our industryto
contribute substantially tojob creationin South Africa,” says
Ntshabele.zn
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