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Citrus growers ask for urgency on ports, rail to deliver on
SoNA commitments

11TH FEBRUARY 2025 BY: SABRINA JARDIM - CREAMER MEDIA ONLINE WRITER

sParliament debates President Cyril Ramaphosa's State
A of the Nation Address (SoNA) thisweek, the Citrus

Growers' Association of Southern Africa (CGA) saysit
welcomesthe President's commitment to ensuring there are
functional State-owned enterprises (SOEs).

Inhis February 6 SONA, Ramaphosahighlighted the
repositioning of entities such as Transnet to provide world-class
infrastructure while enabling competition in operations, the
CGApointsout.

The CGA saysithopesthe Parliamentary debate can generate
some much-needed furtherurgency onlogistics reform.

2025 mustbeayear of action on thelogistics front. There seems
tobeageneral assumption thatthelogistics crisisis over, but we
arenotout of thewoods yet. Welook forward toworking with
government toachieve the inclusive economic growth that only
functionallogistics can unlock, ' says CGA newly appointed
incoming CEO Dr Boitshoko Ntshabele.
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The establishment of a dedicated SOE Reform Unit was also
highlighted by Ramaphosain his SONA; however, many reform
initiatives have beenlaunched by governmentin the past, tono
or minimal effect, says the CGA.

Itnotesthat thecitrusindustry, asanemployer of 140 000 people
onfarmlevel alone, hopessincerely that the renewed
commitment to reform will prompt meaningful change.

“Itisessential for thecitrusindustry that the efficiency of the
container terminalsat our portsimprove. The only long-term
way toachieve this, is through public-private partnerships that
government has committed toenacting.

“Citrusproductionisonanincreased trajectory, meaning that
over thenext sevenyearsitispossible for ustoboost our exports
from165-million 15 kg cartons to 260-million cartons,” says
the CGA.

“Thiswould not only create 100 000 newjobs, but alsoboost our
economy with muchneeded foreign exchange revenue for the
fiscus. The CGA acknowledges the progress madeat our portsby
Transnet,” itadds.

AsthePresident stated, ''newcranes and other port equipment
arebeing commissioned to speed up theloading and unloading
of cargoand reduce waiting times for ships'".

However, the CGA argues that container terminal efficiency
remains lowand that the expected increasein citrus production
will place further pressure onthe ports — pressure they mustbe
abletohandleif the exporteconomyisto grow.

Additionally, the association points out that the Presidentalso
highlighted the publication of the new Transnet Network



Statement in December which will enable private rail operators
toaccessthefreight rail system.

The CGA argues that thishas the potential tobe a “moment of
historicimportance”.

"Urgency on therail frontwill also boost our industry, as 90% of
allcitrusis currently moved to portsviaroads,amore costly
formoftransport,' explains Ntshabele.

Inhis speech, Ramaphosaalsounderscored that through
"opening new export markets for products we can significantly
expand our agricultural sector”.

The CGA says new and expanded access to markets in Asiaand
the USwillnot only benefit thelocal economy, but the consumers
inthedestination countries aswell, as South Africancitrusis
widelyvalued for its counter-seasonal supply of quality citrus.

South Africais the second largest exporter of citrus in the world.

The CGA says theindustry passionately shares Ramaphosa's
stated goal, whichisto "ensure that South African minerals,
vehiclesand agricultural producereach international markets,
securingjobs and earning much needed revenue for our fiscus”.
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