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South Africa’s revised trade offer to the US described as
‘broad, generous, open and ambitious’

12TH AUGUST 2025 BY: TERENCE CREAMER - CREAMER MEDIA EDITOR

outh Africa
submitted
arevised
trade offer
totheUS
onAugust
12, afterits
previous
‘Framework Agreement’ submitted in May failed toavert the
institution of 30% ‘reciprocal tariffs’on South African
productsas from August 8.

Details of the new offer were not provided during a joint
briefing hosted on Tuesday by Trade, Industryand
Competition Minister Parks Tau and Agriculture Minister
John Steenhuisen, owing toanon-disclosureagreementin
placewith the US.
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Nevertheless, it was confirmed that it was confined to trade
and tariff mattersand did not include offers in relation to some
of thedomestic policy complaints raised by President Donald
Trump during his Oval Office meeting with President Cyril
Ramaphosain May.

Tau confirmed that the revised offer had been approved by
Cabinet on August 6, while Steenhuisen describeditasa
“broad, generous and open offer” that sought tomeet the
ambition criteria set by the USand which heargued would be
good for both South Africaand the US ifadopted.

“Thenew offer substantively responds totheissues the US has
raised in the 2025 National Trade Estimates Report,” Tau said,
indicating that it built on the previous offer submitted in May.

Healso confirmed that there had been engagements with the
US subsequent to theimposition of the 30% tariffsand that
Department of Trade, Industry and Competition's chief
director for bilateral trade relations Malose Anthony Letsoalo
hadbeen stationedin Washington DC to ensure ongoing
contactand discussions.

Likewise, Steenhuisen said that the Department of
Agriculture had setupahigh-level team that included its
director-general, Mooketsa Ramasodi, to engage the US,
whileagricultural attaché Dr JB Jaftha was now in Washington
DCtohelp deal with some of the phytosanitary issuesarising
fromboth the USand South Africa.

Steenhuisen acknowledged that non-trade policy issues had
beenraised with South Africaand other countries by the
Trump administration, describingitasa “newnormal”. These
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included concerns in relation to farm murders, South Africa’s
black empowerment and affirmativeaction policiesand the
country’sland exploration legislation.

However, Steenhuisen, whoisalsoleader of the Democratic
Alliancewhich is participating in the Government of National
Unityled by Ramaphosa, stressed that hisand Tau’s
interactions with the USwere confined to trade and tariff
matters.

International Relations and Cooperation Minister Ronald
Lamolawas pursuing diplomatic efforts on other matters
raised, Steenhuisen stated.

SHOW OF GOODWILL

Taualso confirmed that, notwithstanding the ongoing
negotiations, South Africa had already taken various proactive
steps toaddress longstanding concernsraised by theUSasa
show of “goodwill”.

On poultry, South Africa had granted marketaccessunder the
conditional self-ban and self-lifting system, which would
enable the US toleverage the Tariff Rate Quota of 72 000 t
agreedin 2016.

For blueberries, South Africa had granted market access for US
states thatare free of fruit flyand agreed to mitigation
measures with those states with fruit fly, while trade would be
openedinrelation topork subject to thebio-security
requirements.
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“Consequently, the USA-Africa Trade Desk has informed us
thatitwill be shipping containers of poultryand pork to South
Africaintwoweeks’ time, whichis testimony that theseissues
havebeenresolved,” Tauannounced.

“The shipments will come from the states of Georgia,
Mississippi, South Carolina, North Carolinaand Alabama
through the Ports of New Orleans in Louisiana, Savannain
Georgia,and Norfolk in Virginia.”

TheUSis South Africa’s third-largest trading partner after the
EUand China,and accounts for about 4%, or R9.8-billion, of
the country’s total yearly agriculture exports.

Steenhuisen stressed the counter-seasonality of many of
South Africa’sagricultural exports, highlighting the quality
and cost competitiveness of the country’s citrus exportstothe
USinparticular.

Taualsoannounced that consultations were under way with
industryand members of the Southern African Customs
Union regarding ways to respond toa request from the US for
South Africato consider reducing tariffs as away toaddress
the deficitand tariff disparity with the EU due to the SADC-EU
Economic Partnership Agreement.

Meanwhile, government reconfirmed the main components
of the Economic Response Package that had been endorsed by
Cabinetafter theimposition of the tariffs, including: an export
supportdesk; theuse of the Localisation Support Fund to
develop mitigation strategies for affected firms; the use of the
Exportand Competitiveness Support Programme, which
included aworking capital facilityand plant and equipment
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facility; drawing on existing instruments from the
Department of Employment and Labour to mitigate potential
joblosses;and theinitiation of ablock exemption for exporters
under the competitionlegislation to enable collaborationand
coordination by competitors.

No figurewas provided regarding the scale of the financial
resources dedicated to theseinterventions, however.

“Government is going to do everything possible tokeep the
American market open for our goods.

“Wewill at the same time accelerate our efforts to diversify
marketsand build on the efforts we have put in place to ensure
predictability in tradeand leverage all our existing
partnerships to secure markets for our products,” Tau said. :n
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