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- Ithough the
lemon season
| b isdrawingtoa
| close,and

S some areas
havefinished
packing,
feedback from

theremaining harvesting areashasnecessitated a further

downward adjustment of the overall export estimate, the Lemon

Focus Group of industry organisation the Citrus Growers'

Association of Southern Africa (CGA) says.

The overall lemon export estimate follows a pattern that has
become clear asthecitrus season progressed, namely that owing
todrier weather causing fruit sizes tobe somewhat smaller, good
localjuicing prices and recent severe weather events, fewer 15 kg
cartons of citrus will be exported than expected.
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Atthestartofthelemon season, theexportof 37.9-million15 kg
cartons of lemonswas projected.

Thelatest adjustmentbrings the total estimate for 2024 exports
oflemonsto 33.9-million cartons.In 2023, Southern Africa
exported 35.6-million cartons.

Adjustments this weekby the Sundays River Valley, which was
lower by almost one-million cartons, and the Western Cape,
with Citrusdaldown 100 000 cartons, were the most significant.

Strongwinds in the Sundays River Valley and flooding in
Citrusdal have had animpactonthese figures.

"Thereisaclear swinginthe figures.Ithasbeen averyunusual
season. Therewas aninitial concern that theremightbean
oversupply of lemons, but thisisnot the caseanymore. Supply
willberelatively stableand demand, especially in Europe, looks
good," says CGA Lemon Focus Group chairperson Leroux
Venter.:n
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