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CGA, ECDC to spend R1.2m on capacitating ten Eastern Cape
citrus farmers for exports
T

Grower
Development
Company of
theCitrus
Growers’
Association of
Southern
Africa (CGA)
haspartnered with the Eastern Cape Development Corporation
(ECDC) tobolster commercialisation prospects for black farmers
producingcitrusinthe province.
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The18-month agreement signed between the parties will
support the commercialisation activities of ten black farmers,
out of 37 known producers, in the Eastern Cape, aswell as break
downthebarrierstoentryto the export market.

These farmersare mainlybased in Patensie, Sundays River
Valley, the Sarah Baartman district municipality and the Eastern
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Cape Midlands.

The programme will supportblack farmerswith compliance to
Global Good Agricultural Practices, a certification thatis
required for entering the export market.

Anadditional requisiteis compliance with ethical trade
requirements, therefore, the CGA and the ECDCwill help farmers
meet the Sustainable Initiative of South Africa’s ethical trade
standards.

Moreover, thebalance of the R1.2-million agreement between
the CGAand the Eastern Cape governmentwill investigate the
feasibility of a post-harvest packhouse and juicing plant to
enable greater participationin the citrus value chain.

Thefeasibility studywill confirm the need for these facilities, as
well asthemost strategiclocation, size or capacity and volumes
needed.

Thejuicing facility maybelocated in the Kat River Valley of the
Eastern Cape Midlands, since the absence ofajuicing plantin the
areameans lost opportunities for additional income streams.

The CGA says the Eastern Capeisthe country’s second-largest
citrus-producing province after Limpopo. It contributes 25% of
the province’s gross domestic product, with 24 508 haunder
production.

The main export markets for South African citrus are Europe, the
UK, Russia, Asiaand the Middle East.

Notably, the Eastern Capeisthe fifth-largestexporter of lemons
intheworld, butitalso produces soft citrus such asmandarins,
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oranges and grapefruit.

The CGA ultimatelyaims tohave the agreement become a five-
year partnership with strictareas of focus.:n
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