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South Africa challenges EU on citrus export restrictions

outh
Africa

has
takena
preliminary
step toward
filinga
complaint
with the World
Trade
Organization
(WTO) against the European Union (EU) over its treatment of
citrusimports from thecountry, people familiar with the
situation said.
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Twoyearsago, the EUimposed requirements for additional
refrigeration of incoming fruit from South Africa, whichlags
behind only Spain as an exporter of the produce, to combat
incidences of Citrus Black Spot, afungal disease that leaves dark
spotsonfruit, and false codlingmoth, apest foundin South
Africanorchards. Last year South Africashipped S644 million of
citrussuch asoranges, lemons, grapefruitand mandarinsto the
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EU, accordingto the Agricultural Business Chamber of South
Africa.

The EU’smoves increased costs and slashed shipments from
South Africa, which competes with Spain for the citrus market.
The African nation maintains that citrus black spot, while
causingblemisheson the fruit skin, doesn’t affect the quality. It
hasalsosaid that shipments to Europe have been falsely
classified asbeing tainted with the disease.

The EU has nowbeen sent an official demand for consultations
with South Africa over the measures that will be overseen by the
WTO, the people said, asking not to be identified as a public
statementisyettobemade. Thisisasteptoward filingacase.

Thedispute dates backto July 2022 with the Citrus Growers
Association of Southern Africalastyear saying that it would cost
theindustry over R500-millioninlost exportsasitcouldn’t
accessenough specialized refrigerated containersin timeto get
thefruit to the European market.

South Africa’s tradedepartment, the EUmission to South Africa
and the WTO acknowledged requests for commentbutareyetto
respond.
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