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Cabinet questions EU citrus restrictions as South Africa
moves ahead with formal WTO dispute

8TH AUGUST 2024 BY: TERENCE CREAMER - CREAMER MEDIA EDITOR

abinet
has

questionedthe
impositionby
the European
Union (EU) of
whatit
describesas
“stringent”
restrictionson
South Africa’s citrus exports, which arenowthe subject of a
formal disputeinitiated at the World Trade Organisation (WTO).

South Africahas, for the first time, requested the establishment
of two dispute panels under the WTQ’s dispute settlement
system toreviewmeasures affecting the import of South African
citrusfruitintothe EU.

This, after long-running consultations aimed at resolving the
dispute failed to reach amutually agreed solution.
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Thedisputerelates tothe approachbeing takenby the EUto
combat the False Codling Moth (FMC), which hasbeenlistedasa
pestunder thebloc’s plant protection regime.

Theserestrictions include the mandatory application of
specified cold treatment and precooling stepsbefore the
importation of citrus fruit from South Africa, or any other
countryinwhich FCMis present, except for Israel.

South Africahashighlighted that the same “rigid requirements”
arenotapplied to other FCM hosts, such asroses and peppers and
also questionswhy itisbeingtreated differently fromacountry
where similar conditions prevail.

Followingits meeting of August 7, Cabinetargued that, while the
restrictions did not representaban, they were resulting in
significant costsforthe domestic citrus industry, estimated at
R2-billionayear.

“South Africais theworld’s second largest exporter of citrus and
33% of South Africa’s citrus exports are destined for the EU
market,” the Cabinet statement reads, adding that the industry
provided direct employmentfor over140 000 people.

South Africa’srequest for the establishment of two dispute
panelswas considered at ameeting of the Dispute Settlement
Bodyon 24 June.

Inboth cases, South Africaisarguing that EU measures are not
based onscientific principles, are maintained without sufficient
scientificevidence,and are more trade-restrictive than
necessary toachieve the EU's appropriatelevel of protection.

The EUsaid itregretted South Africa's decision to pursue panel
proceedings and maintained that its pest-control measures
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werejustified.

AtameetingonJuly 26, the Dispute Settlement Body established
the panels, which stillneed tobe composed, however.:n
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