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Citrus growers say EU pest rules putting the squeeze on

exports
N~

European
Union (EU)
pestcontrol
ruleswill cut
South Africa's
orange exports
to Europeby
20% thisyear,
threatening thousands of jobs, the Citrus Growers Association
(CGA) hassaid.

28TH JUNE 2023 BY: REUTERS

Thenewmeasuresimposed by the EUlast Junerequire enhanced
cold treatment for citrus exports due to concerns over False
Codling Moth, apest commonly found in sub-Saharan Africa,
and Citrus Black Spot.

"Currentestimates are thataround 20% of oranges produced for
Europewill not be shipped this year because of the new
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regulations," CGA president Justin Chadwick saidina
statement.

"Thismeans thatapproximately 80,000 tons of oranges might
not makeit to European supermarket shelves," he said.

South Africaistheworld's second largest citrus exporter after
Spainand sold 32% of its oranges into the European market last
year, according to the country's Perishable Products Export
Control Board.

The CGAwants South Africa todiscuss thenew pestregulations
atajointmeeting of African Union and EU agriculture ministers
tobeheldin Rome on June 30.

Chadwicksaid thenewEUrules, which require all South African
oranges destined for Europe to be pre-cooled tobelow 2 °C(35.6
°F)for20daysbefore shipmentwere "unfairand
discriminatory' andwould require $75-million investmentin
new cold storage technology and capacity.

"The CGAremains of the view that the newregulationshave no
basisinscience and prescribes cold treatment that simplyisn't
warranted," Chadwicksaid.

Theindustry has presented "clear evidence' thatits current
False Codling Moth risk management system is highly effective
and ensuresthat 99.9% of oranges entering the EU are pest free,
headded.

Reduced orange exportsinto the EUmarket wouldresultina
R500-millionrandlossto growers, wholost R200-millionwhen
theruleswereintroduced midway through the 2022 export
season, according tothe CGA.:n
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