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RSA citrus industry expects record season
South African citrus exports are forecast to rise above 140m cartons this year

he South African citrus industry has forecast another record export crop for 2020, coming at a time when the South African government has announced extreme measures to

cope with the effects of Coronavirus.

This harvest is expected to generate around R20bn in export revenue and will sustain 120,000 jobs. The industry says this increase should translate into more job opportunities, higher

foreign exchange revenue and will contribute towards the national government’s goal of increased agricultural exports over the next few years.

The Citrus Growers’ Association (CGA) forecasts a rise of 13 per cent compared with last year’s export figure – 143.3m cartons compared to 2019's 126.7m cartons.

Observers have said that the forecast reflects the heavy planting of new orchards in recent times, and is a resumption of the steep growth in exports experienced during the last few

years – although 2019 did see a decline when compared with the previous season.

In terms of the long-term growth forecast, this year’s crop confirms that the country is on track to reach a target of 160m cartons within a few years.

The CGA said that the growth experienced this year was largely as a result of new orchards coming into production and good rains across some regions.

Valencia oranges, at 35 per cent, make up the biggest portion of the citrus export crop, followed by navel oranges (19 per cent), lemons (18 per cent), soft citrus (16 per cent) and

grapefruit (12 per cent).

The soft citrus and lemon categories are expected to show the highest growth in 2020. Soft citrus will see an increase of 28 per cent, with the Boland region contributing 12 per cent

more cartons than last year.

Regions in the northern parts of the country, including Burgersfort/Ohrigstad; Senwes and Hoedsruit will also see exponential growth in their soft citrus outputs.

https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://www.fruitnet.com/eurofruit/article/181177/rsa-citrus-industry-expects-record-season&images=http%3A%2F%2Fupload.evocdn.co.uk%2Ffruitnet%2Fuploads%2Fasset_image%2F2_1202295_e.jpg&title=RSA+citrus+industry+expects+record+season&summarySouth+African+citrus+exports+are+forecast+to+rise+above+140m+cartons+this+year&display=popup
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=http://www.fruitnet.com/eurofruit/article/181177/rsa-citrus-industry-expects-record-season&media=http%3A%2F%2Fupload.evocdn.co.uk%2Ffruitnet%2Fuploads%2Fasset_image%2F2_1202295_e.jpg&description=South+African+citrus+exports+are+forecast+to+rise+above+140m+cartons+this+year
http://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=http://www.fruitnet.com/eurofruit/article/181177/rsa-citrus-industry-expects-record-season&title=RSA+citrus+industry+expects+record+season...&related=evosite&summary=RSA+citrus+industry+expects+record+season...
https://twitter.com/share/?url=http://www.fruitnet.com/eurofruit/article/181177/rsa-citrus-industry-expects-record-season&text=RSA+citrus+industry+expects+record+season...
https://plus.google.com/share?url=http://www.fruitnet.com/eurofruit/article/181177/rsa-citrus-industry-expects-record-season
http://www.fruitnet.com/eurofruit/pdf/181177
http://www.fruitnet.com/advert/1732


3/30/2020 RSA citrus industry expects record season

www.fruitnet.com/eurofruit/article/181177/rsa-citrus-industry-expects-record-season 2/2

The Sunday’s River Valley, which exports almost half of the region’s lemons, is expected to export 12m cartons this year, an 18 per cent increase from 2019.

The northern regions Nelspruit, Letsitele and Burgersfort/Ohrigstad will also show massive growth ranging from 40 per cent to 55 per cent compared to last year.

The CGA warns that there may be factors which could affect the outcome of the season. “While we are confident that the 2020 season will be a success, we are also aware that there

are events beyond growers’ control that could impact final export numbers.”


