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Grapefruit harvest starts in a very dry Letsitele

CPJ Erasmus & Seun: bell pepper
and citrus producers

Grapefruit harvest starts in a
very dry Letsitele

CPJ Erasmus & Seun specializes in citrus and bell peppers, the first primarily for
export and the second completely for the domestic market. The bell pepper
season runs for about seven months, May until December. Their early navels for
the domestic market have already been picked.

Some lemons and avocados complete the picture (they’ll start exporting lemons
next year) but they’re not taking their eye off what the Letsitele Valley is best for:
bell peppers, grapefruit and oranges (late Valencias).

Grapefruit packing started last week, and in the Letsitele Valley grapefruit
producers are packing briskly. Domestically there have been competitive prices
for the past two weeks while grapefruit volumes are still low, even exceeding
export prices at the moment, says Gerrit Theron, marketing manager at CPJ
Erasmus & Seun.
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They’ve already sent Star Ruby to the Far East and to Canada this season
(avoiding Europe and Russia this early in the season), arrival expected in week
18. Usually they also send a substantial amount to Japan and South Korea, but
the skin of early grapefruit can’t yet handle cold steri treatment as required by
South Africa’s co-called special markets.

Improvement on sizing

It is a large harvest and in general sizing looks to have improved on last season,
depending on areas. In Hoedspruit sizes are fairly large while in Letsitele it's a bit
of a mixed bag, Gerrit notes.
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Last year a preponderance of small fruit bedevilled the South Africa grapefruit
campaign, leading to an oversupply to the European market. Local juice options
could have relieved some of the pressure, Gerrit feels, at times offering better
prices than for some of the exported class 2 fruit.

It's still very dry in Letsitele and, very worryingly, the Tzaneen Dam is only 17%
full (FreshPlaza has reported before on the impact of the Tzaneen Dam’s reduced

capacity on Letsitele (https://www.freshplaza.com/article/9067472/dam-delay-plus-low-summer-
rainfall-create-uncertainty-for-limpopo-fruit-growers/)). This gives the citrus and vegetable
farmers of Letsitele a very slight water buffer with which to enter the dry winter

season.

“The water situation has had an impact on everything,” says Gerrit. He thinks that
their early navels didn’t have the same quality as last year, because of the
reigning dry conditions. “Our rainy season is almost over and during March we’ve
had very little. The showers have been insubstantial, 20mm here and 20mm
there, but not enough to fill up the dam.”

Openland bellpepper plantings in Letsitele

Bell peppers relished the heatwave

The much-discussed heatwave of last October, while not great for citrus, was a
boon for their pepper production. “In that time our peppers just went into another
gear and they produced fruit like we’ve never seen before.”

Their pepper production is openland as well as in a hydroponic system in net
houses, which brings down temperatures and they didn’t have a problem with too
rapid colouration.
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Bellpepper hydroponic production unde net

CPJ Pride

They market their citrus through Alliance Fruit and Lona Citrus, but starting last
year Gerrit has been managing their fledgling own direct marketing channel. A
daunting task, he admits, but their first year, with mostly their own fruit, went pretty
well.

“Perhaps in a few years we’ll start taking fruit from other producers but for the
moment we're new to the game, and the volumes we market ourselves aren’t that
large.”
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For more information:

Gerrit Theron

CPJ Erasmus & Seun

Tel: +27 15 004 0427

Email: gerrit@cpjerasmus.co.za
https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Agricultural-Cooperative/CPJ-
Erasmus-seun-Boerdery-1704204196461824/
(https://www.facebook.com/pages/category/Agricultural-Cooperative/CPJ-Erasmus-seun-Boerdery-
1704204196461824/)
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