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SA agriculture to benefit from EU trade deal

13:36 (GMTH2), Tue, Tuesday, October 11, 2016

By Lloyd Phillips

A new trade deal will see improved market access for more than 30 South African agricultural products to the European Union (EU).

The deal would also eventually see the phasing out of export subsidies for EU products heading to SA and four other Southern African countries that
are, so far, part of the agreement.

A statement by the European Commission said Botswana, Lesotho, Namibia, Swaziland, and SA, had ratified the Southern African Development
Community — EU Economic Partnership Agreement (SADC-EU EPA).

“The EPA takes into account the different levels of development of the partners. It gives Botswana, Lesotho, Mozambique, Namibia, and Swaziland
duty-free, quota-free access to the European market. South Africa will also benefit from enhanced market access, going beyond its existing bilateral
arrangement with the EU,” the European Commission said.

Sidwell Medupe, spokesperson for SA’s Department of Trade and Industry (DTI), said the SADC-EU EPA would give SA preferential access for
about 99% of the products exported to the EU, of which 96% would be not be subject to customs duties or quantitative restrictions.

SA gains improved EU access for wine, sugar, ethanol, flowers, some dairy products, fresh fruit, canned fruit, fruit juice, and yeast, and also has
duty-free access for 150 000t of sugar, while the existing wine quota will increase from 50 million litres to 110 million litres with flexibility on size
of the containers.

A total of 80 000t of ethanol will also have duty-free access to this market, Medupe explained. In addition, he added that the SADC-EU EPA will

improve the protection of geographical origin for products such as Rooibos, Honeybush, and Karoo Lamb.
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“The so-called cumulation of origin will, for example, make it possible to apply discount tariffs on the EU border for fruit harvested in one country
of the [SADC] region and [has] then [been] preserved and canned in another,” the European Commission said.

The preferential access which the EU currently has to the SA market will be extended to include agricultural products such as wheat, barley, cheese
and pork.
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This week's poll
Do you think there are equal opportunities for women & men in the South African agri sector?

No, a lot still needs to change
Yes, much progress has been made to empower women in agriculture

The playing field is slowly levelling out
Vote
Last week's poll
Have you received any aid or assistance for drought relief?
Yes, it has been a saving grace. (1.34%)
I received some assistance, but not enough. (44.78%)
No, I don’t know how or where to apply. (51.34%)
I have not been affected by the drought. (2.54%)
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