
Steve Oosthuizen – Cape Fruit Coolers:

“This season is a thriller; no
one is spared”
"We ought to be twice as busy as we are," says Steve Oosthuizen of Cape Fruit
Coolers with cold facilities situated outside Cape Town. "This time of the year,
we're usually very busy with citrus and avocados, apples and pears. But we're
waiting for citrus to pick up, and these storms have delayed and impacted it even
more…"

The whole year has been marked by lower fruit volumes than usual through the
Cape Town port, Oosthuizen says, initially because of the tremendous wind in the
bay and widespread diversions of grapes and stonefruit to other ports, and now as
a result of a delayed citrus crop caused by this week's severe rain event and
inaccessible orchards. He is waiting for clients to receive updated forecasts of
their citrus crops for the next few weeks to plan their next move.

© Cape Fruit CoolersLower fruit volumes have moved through Cape Town's fruit
facilities thus far this year
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Wind damage to reduce exports
"Ceres is a disaster zone," Oosthuizen says. The town had over 450mm rainfall
over the course of a day. It is still cut off through a rockfall in a mountain pass and
still without electricity – it might be weeks before electricity is restored, and in the
meantime, CA rooms are run by generators and by solar power stores in
extensive battery banks.

"The real damage from this week has been the damage done by the wind -
speeds of 80km/h, 100 km/h blew through the orchards," he remarks. Districts that
had hitherto been spared misfortune (like the severe hail in Ceres apple orchards
in January) such as Grabouw have been keenly affected by the storm – to what
extent, they don't know for sure, but it will be "massive", he reckons.

"This season is a thriller. It has a serious impact on our business: our business
model rests on putting through volumes of fruit. You can make all kinds of
alternative plans, but without volumes, your hands are tied. And it's the same for
all of the Cape's cold rooms: we're all bleeding together. Everyone in the fruit
industry is impacted this year. It's a very challenging year for the farmers and us
all in the fruit industry."

© Cape Fruit Coolers

For more information:

Steve Oosthuizen
Cape Fruit Coolers
Tel: +27 21 521 3700
Email: steve@cfcoolers.co.za
https://www.capefruitcoolers.co.za/ (https://www.capefruitcoolers.co.za/)
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Related Articles → See More

South African fruit sector faces
US$349.7 million in flood losses

Onion crop escapes Koue Bokkeveld
floods

Georgian spring frosts damage
seasonal fruit crops

Extra 600km, one way, for trucks and
containers to the Langkloof

South African fruit regions face flood
damage and logistics disruptions

“This season is a thriller; no one is
spared”
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“Most water we’ve ever seen in the Hex
River Valley”

Climate models point to potential strong
El Niño event in 2026

Storm-lashed Western Cape is South
Africa's latest flood zone

Catastrophic flooding sweeps through
Gamtoos Valley
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