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Estimates for late mandarin exports are stable — CGA

4TH MAY 2026 BY: SCHALK BURGER - CREAMER MEDIA SENIOR DEPUTY EDITOR

ndustry organisation the Citrus Growers’ Association of

Southern Africa (CGA) saysits late mandarin export

estimate for the 2026 season confirms that thereis
stability in production, although the numbers showaslight
decrease comparedtolast year'slate mandarin export figures.

Thisalsorepresentsastabilisation after consecutive years of
strong growth.

Owing to their later harvesting window, late mandarins are
notincludedin thecitrusindustry’s first-round estimatesand
arereleased about one month after the initial projections for
other citrus categories.

Within thelate mandarin category, the Leanri variety
continues to show modest growth, increasing by 13% toan
estimated 2.6-million 15 kg cartons, up from 2.3-million 15 kg
cartonsinthe 2025 season.

Further, Orrivolumes are slightly lower at an estimated 2.4~

million 15 kg cartons, which is down 11% from last year’s 2.7-
million 15 kg cartons.
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The other late mandarins category shows growth of 11% toan
estimated four-million 15 kg cartons this year, up from 3.6-
million 15 kg cartons in the prior season. The increaseis being
driven predominantly by the Royal Honey Murcott variety, the
CGAsays.

Thelargestlate mandarin category, the Nadorcott/Tango
variety,showsasmall decline of 1.6% to an estimated 30.5-
million 15 kg cartons this season, down from 31-million 15 kg
cartonsin2025.

This decreaseislargely attributable to marginally lower
expected crop figuresin the Eastern Capeand the Western
Cape compared with 2025’s exceptionally strong performance
inthoseregions.

The Western Cape accounts for about 36% of the
Nadorcott/Tango category, while the Eastern Cape contributes
about 23%. Together, they account for nearly 60% of total
volumes and any regional variation in these two provinces has
anotable impact on overall projections, the CGA notes.

“Thefiguresreflectarelatively steady position. However, this
isan estimateand therearealot of variables at play. One
significant variableis the situation in the Middle East, where
both demand and transit times are expected to be affected.

“Weare monitoring the situation and the CGA will provide
regular updates to growers,’ says CGA Mandarin Focus Group
chairperson Hendrik Warnich.

Further, with thelate mandarin figures now included,
Southern Africais expected to haveabout 209-million 15 kg
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cartons of citrus available for export, which representsa 2%
increase compared with the packed-for-export figure of
203.9-million 15 kg cartons in 2025.:n
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