


Durban Port Friday Report

An assessment of the northern regions citrus 

production volume, Durban export volume & 
synopsis of Durban port operations 

Week 24

Mitchell Brooke

Logistics Development Manager

Email: mitchell@cga.co.za
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Northern Regions Weekly Citrus Export Production YTD 2018 vs. 3 Yr Ave.

3 Yr Ave. Total Grand Total 2018 3 Yr Ave. Grapefruit Grapefruit 2018

3 Yr Ave. Lemons Lemons 2018 3 Yr Ave. Navels Navels 2018

3 Yr Ave. Soft Citrus Soft Citrus 2018 3 Yr Ave. Valencias Valencias 2018

Notes:

• Grapefruit production peaked 2 weeks

later than usual due to colouring and

sizing, production should begin to taper

down from week 24/25.

• Lemon production likely to taper off till

end of season.

• Navel production peaking to week 23,

production should decrease from week

24.

• Early season Soft Citrus (Sats, Novas &

Clems) production also tracking positive

with late Mandarins (Nadorcott &

Clemengold) starting around week

24/25.

• Valencia production showing signs of

sluggish start production expected to

increase by week 25.

• The lateness of Grapefruit production is

overlapping with Navels causing a

significant peak in production weeks 21-

24.

Forecast
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Northern Regions Citrus Export Production Volume 2015 -2018 YTD

2015 2016 2017 2018

Notes:

• Overall production from the northern regions exporting through Durban

port is tracking in line with the 2018 estimates. Production of Grapefruit

and Navels peaked later than usual with production now on par with

previous seasons volume YTD.

Grapefruit Lemons Navels Soft Citrus Valencias Total Estimate 2018

14,6m 8,3m 8,3m 4,7m 38,9m 74,8m
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Northern Regions Soft Citrus Production 2018 vs. 3 Yr Average Production

Grand Total 3 Yr Ave. Grand Total 2018 Clementines 2018 Nadorcott/Clemengold 2018

Novas 2018 Other Mandarins 2018 Other Soft Citrus 2018 Satsumas 2018

Notes:

• Satsumas: now at completion

with similar production

volume as past years.

• Clementines: production

should continue to week

25/26 with volumes close to

double previous years.

• Novas: production should

finish about week 25/26 with

volumes also double

previous years.

• Nadorcott & Clemengolds:

production should start

arriving into port from week

24/25.

• Total production of Soft

Citrus from the northern

regions is close to double the

last 3 years average

production.

0,0

0,2

0,4

0,6

0,8

1,0

1,2

1,4

1,6

1,8

15
 K

g
 E

q
v.

 C
ar

to
n

s 
M

ill
io

n
s

Northern Regions Soft Citrus Production YTD

2015 2016 2017 2018
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Durban Port Citrus Export Volume by Commodity YTD

2015 2016 2017 2018

Notes:

• Export volume out of

Durban tracking well

YTD in line with

production volume.
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Durban Port Citrus Export Volume by Market by Ship Mode YTD

2015 2016 2017 2018

Notes:

• Grapefruit exports to Northern Europe, Japan, Italy and Portugal on

the up.

• Lemons exports to ME, Northern Europe and Malaysia on the up.

• Navels to ME on the up.

• Soft Citrus exports to Russia, UK, ME and Northern Europe on the

up.
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Durban Port Citrus Reefer Export Volume YTD ex DCT/MW/DRT

Durban 2016 Act Durban 2017 Act Durban 2018 Act Durban 2016 Act Acc. Durban 2017 Act Acc. Durban 2018 Act Acc.

Durban 2016 

Act Acc.

Durban 2017 

Act Acc.

Durban 2018 

Act Acc.

Durban 2018 

Est Acc.

7 771 9 656 9 768 9 725

Notes:

• Week 19 - MSC Giselle, Maersk Lebu

and Ital Laguna.

• Week 20 - Rio de la Plata, CMA CGM

Jamaica and Santa Lucia.

• Week 21 – MSC Athens, DAL Kalahari

and Santa Ursula.

• Week 22 – MSC Sofia Celeste and

MOL Proficiency.

• Week 23 – MSC Altamira, Maersk

Lanco and MOL Prosperity.

DURBAN FEU YTD
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Durban YTD Reefer Container Export Volume to Protocol Countries (Steri Containers / COT)

2015 2016 2017 2018

Notes:

• Container volume for Japan is down as Grapefruit exports are being prioritized to fill

the reefer vessels loading at FPT and MFT.

• Exports to China, South Korea, Bangladesh and Taiwan on the up from Durban port.



SUMMARY:

 Farm truck intakes (Thur) – truck arrivals to Durban continue at high levels >12 hour truck delays should be

expected. Higher truck volume with Grapefruit consignments to FPT and MFT for Japan / Korea / China
continues.

 Cold storage capacity – stock holding in Durban at >80% capacity. Most cold stores in Durban are congested.

 Railed containers from inland to DCT – Pretoria – Tzaneen line back in operation with trains planned into DCT
this week. Train volume will pick up substantially.

 Durban Container Terminal – truck TTT at DCT Pier 2 last week ave. = 300min, this week ave = 200min (Mon to
Thur). Truck delays at Pier 2 high this week so far. No vessels delayed at anchorage >48hrs – berthing remains

on time.

 Japan SEP – 5th vessel Star Courage due to commence FPT 18/06. Rej. 1% GF - FCM/CBS / 4% LE – CBS /
5% OR - FCM week 23. 83 Containers exported YTD. DAFF Inspections on track.

 Korea SEP – Rej. 2% Mealie bug / Markings week 23. 161 containers exported YTD. Stock levels for South
Korea have remained stable with exports ongoing. 4/5 day backlog on consignment inspections at present.

 General –

• Please note that with the overlap of Grapefruit and Navel seasons has caused and uncharacteristic
circumstance leading to very high production from the northern regions in the last 3 weeks. Durban cold

stores are mostly congested at this time. Exporters are encouraged to make urgent shipping arrangements to
reduce congestion and to clear cold room space for Valencia production now due to arrive.

• High COT shipments into Pier 2 this week for Japan, China and South Korea. DCT Pier 2 should see high

volume of normal reefer and COT reefer container shipments over next few weeks.

• Consignment arrivals for China notably on the increase at this time.


