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2014 in retrospect

Achievements:

� Shaped EU regulation to:

� Avoid market closure

� SA induced solution and compromise [SA control]

� Avoid automatic 5-strike clause

� Secure reasonable EU sampling and testing 
requirements

� Secure limitation of Ethapon testing to Valencia's

� Minimised late season interceptions through pre-
inspections in Rotterdam [30 to 5]

� Built trust with technical visits to NL, DE and FR

But don’t forget Poudelet’s gift: 9 interceptions
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Pre-Import Screening Inspections Rotterdam 
(YTD)

� Phytos withdrawn - 24

� Containers involved - 28

� EU Interceptions - 2
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2015 prospects

Regulation:

� No change to EC Decision 2014/422 on the table, season 
is open

� Ethapon testing applies to all Valencia's from day 1

� Measures reviewed after 5 strikes if EC considers as 
result of “failing monitoring and certification procedures”

Sampling and testing:

� Seeking avoidance of Spanish over-zealousness, as in 
2014 (systematic testing of asymptomatic fruits)

� Seeking recognition of live culture testing necessity to 
determine organism viability, i.e. conditions for strike

� Seeking technical visits to testing facilities in Italy and 
Spain 



Our current battle
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“I agree that the 

organism has to 

be viable to 

pose a threat”



Next steps

� DAFF request re. viability testing for strike to EC 
[included in  2014/422/EU] – issue not identification but 
risk mitigation

� Continue lobbying Member States [national authority]

� EU SCPH meeting end March

� No additional measures on the table

� FVO to report informally

� Viability testing discussion, but no decision

� Specialist visit - outstanding MS - Spain, Italy, France, etc.

� EFSA scientific debate – dead-end, push for IPPC 
resolution

� Monitor FCM developments [2 yr. window 
regionalisation?]
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