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INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT occurring in the orchard, it is more accurate to conduct the final 

T G GROUT analysis of fruit blemish factors before picking starts. Care must 

Phytosanitary pests be taken to include fruit from inside the tree and all blemish 

All the recommendations made in the Extension Briefs for Feb- factors or pest infestations should be recorded, whether they 

ruary and March also apply to this period. Monitoring num- are sufficient to cull the fruit from export quality or not. If fruit 

bers of fruit flies and false codling moth is critical to determine blemish is analysed at the packhouse, samples can be taken at 

whether control measures taken are adequate. Take note of the a convenient point before the fruit are graded. Samples should 

lowered threshold of 2 Natal fruit flies per Sensus trap per week be randomly selected and the number of samples should ensure 

when using Capilure. Sanitation of split, stung or infested fruit that a true picture is obtained of the situation in a particular 

in the trees, or fallen fruit on the ground, should take place at orchard. Having taken the sample, it is important to record sep- 

least once a week. arately each pest or other blemish factor that is severe enough 
to downgrade a fruit in its own right. With this procedure a 

Blemish factor analysis particular fruit in the sample may be shown to have more than a 
The analysis of fruit blemish factors on the tree just prior to + one factor that can cause it to be culled from export. 

harvest or once fruit have been harvested, provides the grower 
with an evaluation in commercial terms, of all control pro- CROP AND FRUIT QUALITY MANAGEMENT 

@t the rate of change in fruit maturity in 
maturity that would maintain accept- 
. The aim is to define changes or rate 

acids and sugars and to build up a database over 
years for comparison. Random sampling of fruit 

n representative trees should start 4 
i 

cted harvest date. Titratable acidity is 
ith sodium hydroxide, sugar content 

(Brix) is determined by a hand-held refractometer, the sugar:acid 
Tile I on~plrtc, ~oI&&forall packing and sorting of fruit and vegetables. ratio calculated and fruit colour should be read from a colour A 

chart. All the parameters mentioned above should be plotted on 
a graph over time. Once plotted, trends will become apparent, 
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Post harvest rind disorders 
The publication, "Postharvest Rind Disorders of Citrus Fruit" 
by Paul J.R. Cronje is available. It is very useful in the correct 
identification of physiological rind disorders. It is available 
from CRI. Contact Bella Thulare at 013 759 8000. 

Pruning of early cultivars (Satsuma, Clementine) should be 
done during this period as soon as possible after harvest. Prune 
heavier after a light crop and if a heavy crop is expected and 
when the orchard hasb history of alternate bearing. 

#dl @)I t3402101 Post harvest urea application 
I-- A foliar urea application (low biuret urea at 1%) can be applied 










